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This book, Southern African Botanical Literature (SABLIn, 
began as a revision of Flora Africana, a work little known 
among South African botanists, compiled in 1963 by W. 
Tyrrell-Glynn with the assistance of M.R. Levyns in 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Kirstenbosch. 
With the 75th anniversary celebrations taking place in 1988, 
the South African Library (SAL) offered to produce a revised 
version. This involved more work than was first envisaged 
and several important national bibliographies had to be 
consulted. The coverage of Flora Africana was 1600-1963 
and included only South Africa. The coverage of SABLIT 
has been extended to 1988 and includes southern Africa 'on a 
selective basis' - unfortunately not defined, but obviously 
including the RSA, Lesotho, Namibia, Swaziland, Zimbabwe 
and Malawi, but excluding Mozambique and Botswana. The 
original Flora Africana was a selective bibliography based 
solely on the SAL collection. This is not the case with 
SABLIT: coverage has been widened and major library 
collections have been consulted. The present bibliography 
has been brightened by the inclusion of 16 colour plates 
intended to show the development of botanical illustration. 
An additional plate, representing 'Oxalis speciosa' from 
Jacquin's Oxalis (1784) appears on the outer front cover. 
In the foreword it is stated that the bibliography 'is not 
intended to be a masterpiece of bibliographical research, as 
detailed bibliographic information of that nature is already 
available in F.A. Stafleu's (& Cowans's!) multivolume 
Taxonomic Literature.' It should be pointed out that 
Taxonomic Literature (1976-1988) covers the period 1753-
1940, whereas SABLIT purports to cover the period 1600-
1988 i.e. there is a 201-year difference in coverage between 
the two bibliographies. Furthermore, Taxonomic Literature 
includes only authors who have published at least three 
generic names. This automatically excludes scores of 
southern African authors, especially non-taxonomists. The 
point being made is that coverage of southern African 
literature in Taxonomic Literature is limited, because of the 
time period and generic name criteria applied. 
In the introduction the compiler, A.S. Kerkham, describes 
the items included in SABLIT. The main items included are 
literature references dealing with botanical history, taxonomy 
and ecology, but excluding horticulture, plant anatomy and 
physiology. Manuscripts, theses, journal articles, textbooks 
and juvenile books have been excluded. Certain exceptions 
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have been made where information in, say, a journal or thesis 
is considered to be of a particular botanical interest. 
The bibliography proper is preceded by an account of 
South African botany (note: not southern African botany) 
with particular reference to historical background and 
botanical illustration. In the foreword it is said that this 
account is based on a paper delivered at Bibliophilia 
Africana, the 4th South African Conference of Bibliophiles 
held in September 1981. Unfortunately, the author of this 
paper is not revealed, consequently the paper is not cited in 
the references used. 
This historical account obviously derives much of its 
content from previous works, such as Phillips (1930), Levyns 
(1970-1976), Dyer (1977) and Gunn & Codd (1981) and is a 
concise, readable essay, but it should not have been entitled 
'South African Botany', since it is restricted to works dealing 
with the flora and excludes vegetation. In the discussion of 
Recent Publications a very notable omission is the Flora of 
Southern Africa (FSA) launched in 1963 to replace the now 
outdated Flora Capensis (1895-1933). In the FSA series 24 
volumes or parts thereof have been published so far. Surely 
this definitive work warrants inclusion rather than some of 
the somewhat light-weight works included in the account. 
Another comment on recent Publications. The compiler has 
been brave enough to single out a certain artist as 'currently 
South Africa's leading botanical artist'. As editor of The 
Flowering Plants of Africa for 15 years, I have had a lot to do 
with botanical art and botanical artists but, in spite of this, I 
would not have the temerity or presumption to choose South 
Africa's leading botanical artist. The situation is that there is 
such a wealth of talent in botanical art in the RSA at present, 
that it would be extremely difficult if not impossible to 
designate anyone artist as the best in the field. 
The compiler also pronounces judgement on the scientific 
merit of one of the publications, namely Auriol Batten's 
Flowers of Southern Africa (1986). He describes it as 'not 
necessarily a work of any great scientific value'. Admittedly 
the text is written primarily for the layman and is not a 
taxonomic treatise, but the paintings, as admitted by 
Kerkham, are of a very high standard and represent extreme 
scientific accuracy. Surely this contributes to its scientific 
value. To single out this work as of little scientific value and 
not some of the very obvious coffee table books which he 
cites is, to my mind, rather unfair. 
The bibliography is divided into two parts, namely 
monographs (pp. 33-213) with 753 items and serials (pp. 
214-224) with 64 items. I shall consider monographs first. 
The very first item, 001 Acocks, John Phillip Harrison, Veld 
Types of South Africa (1953), probably the most quoted 
botanical work in the RSA, contains one error and one 
omission. The error is the spelling of Acocks's third given 
name: it should be Harison and not Harrison. The omission, 
surprisingly, is mention of the accompanying veld type map, 
which is possibly consulted more than the text. Item 002, the 
revised edition of the memoir, fortunately, includes the map. 
A considerable number of items have been omitted from 
the monograph section. Some that immediately come to mind 
are: Bews, The Word's Grasses (1929), E.P. Phillips, An 
Introduction to the Study of South African Grasses (1931) 
and, more recently, Werger (ed.), Biogeography and Ecology 
of Southern Africa, Vols 1 & 2 (1978), Stirton (ed.), Plant 
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Invaders, Beautiful but Dangerous (1978), Farr, Leussink & 
Stafleu's Index Nominum Genericorum Plantarum, 3 
volumes (1979), the extremely important work by White, The 
Vegetation of Africa + AETFAT/UNSO vegetation map of 
Africa (1983) and Reid & Dyer, A Review of the Southern 
African Species of Cyrtanthus(1984). 
In the introduction it was mentioned that in the bibli-
ography, theses and journal articles have been excluded 
unless of particular botanical value. The assessment of 
botanical value has presumably been made by the compiler. 
The result is that scores of theses and journal articles of 
undeniable botanical value have been excluded - works of 
no less merit than those included. Such theses include Irvine, 
The Major Veld Types of the Northern Transvaal and their 
Grazing Management (1941), Van der Schijff, Ekologiese 
Studie van die Flora van die Nasionale Krugerwildtuin 
(1958) and Grunow, Objective Classification of Plant 
Communities: A Synecological Study in the Sour-mixed 
Bushveld of the Transvaal (1965). 
Regarding journal articles, four of Bew's articles have 
been included, but what of the remaining 25, all of a high 
standard? A significant omission is E.P. Phillips, A contri-
bution to the flora of the Leribe Plateau and environs, with a 
discussion on the relationships of the floras of Basutoland, 
the Kalahari and the south-eastern region [Annals of the 
South African Museum 16: 1-379 (1917)] . Another is Henkel, 
Ballenden & Bayer, An account of the plant ecology of the 
Dukuduku Forest Reserve and adjoining areas of the Zulu-
land coast belt [Annals of the Natal Museum 8: 95-126 
(1941)]. Finally, Edwards, A broadscale structural classifi-
cation of vegetation for practical purposes [Bothalia 14: 
705-712 (1983)] has had considerable impact in local ecolog-
ical circles in recent times. 
In a bibliography of this kind, one does not expect to find 
personal assessments of botanical works by the compiler. For 
example, under item 722 Wendland, Johann Christoph, 
Collectio Plantarum ... earum, (1805-1819), was it necessary 
to say 'Tolerable figures of many Cape plants' and under 
item 600 Scott, Charles L. The Genus Haworthia (Liliaceae): 
A Taxonomic Revision (1988), was it necessary to state: 'A 
controversial revision'? Out of 753 items, these two books 
seem to be the only ones in the monograph section singled 
out for this sort of comment. 
Omissions have been referred to, but unnecessary inclu-
sions also deserve comment. Examples include items 303 and 
304, International Botanical Congress, Paris 1867 and 
Sydney 1981 respectively. The 'laws' adopted at these 
congresses are international in character and applicability and 
do not really form part of southern African botanical liter-
ature. However, in the latter case (304) inclusion is probably 
justified because names of southern African plants are 
included in the Nomina Generica Conservanda et Rejicienda 
and Nomina Familiarum Conservanda in the appendices. But 
why, if the codes are considered part of southern African 
literature, are only two codes included, when there have been 
many between 1867 and 1988? 
There is little to say about the serial section except that 
several serials have been omitted, for example Koedoe, 
Lammergeyer, Proceedings of the Grassland Society of 
southern Africa and the new EuphorbiaJournaZ (1983-) . 
Typographical errors do occur, for example Brabeium 
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instead of Brabejum on p. 16, Reynold's instead of 
Reynolds 's on p. 27 and M. Boulton instead of M. Bolton on 
p. 47. Another thing noticed is that the location of the items is 
not always complete: it is clear that the BRI Library has not 
been fully consulted and is therefore not cited under many of 
the items. 
The book is of A5 size with a glossy soft cover and runs to 
256 pages. It is published by the South African Library and 
costs R35 + GST. The book will undoubtedly be of use to 
practising botanists for reference purposes, as long as they do 
not expect to find everything they are looking for. It is to be 
hoped that in future editions the input from knowledgeable 
botanists will be greater. The purpose of the book is commen-
dable, but unfortunately the product leaves much to be 
desired. 
DJ.B.KILLICK 
NationalBotanicalInstitute , Private Bag X10l, Pretoria 
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When Prof. Cole had to introduce the reviewer at a recent 
congress, we decided that we had known each other for more 
years than we cared to remember - and longer than makes 
for a totally unbiassed review. To my certain knowledge, 
Prof. Cole has been the world's leading expert on Lithops for 
an even longer period of time. Succulent fanciers, botanists 
working on the Karoo biome and its plants, and lovers of 
beautiful books will be pleased to see that unlike all too many 
experts of the recent past, Prof. Cole has written down much 
of his vast field knowledge before it is too late. This book is 
the definitive treatment of the genus. 
Apart from the taxonomic sections, the book contains 
sections on the morphology of the plants, their ecology, 
horticulture and geography. The morphological chapter not 
only gives the details one would expect, but adds a note on 
how the appearance of the plants changes during the course 
of a typical year. This chapter is illustrated with many black-
and-white line drawings by Gerhardt Marx, and two SEM 
photos of seeds by Naureen Cole. The ecological - geograph-
ical chapter treats its subject with Prof. Cole's customary 
thoroughness; growers of Lithops would be well advised to 
read the notes on predators in this chapter. Here the illustra-
tions are mostly excellent colour photographs, with one 
photograph in black and .white and three line drawings. It may 
be thought odd that the notes on hybrids and some monstros-
ities are included here and not in the next chapter, on 
horticulture. However, that chapter does include descriptions 
and drawings of some oddities seen in the Coles' vast 
horticultural experience. 
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The taxonomy is divided into sections on nomenclature, 
classification, and notes on the individual taxa. Prof. Cole 
recognizes 35 species, under most of which he notes two or 
more subspecies, varieties or cultivars. The book contains a 
'taxonomic index' which is an amplified version of a separate 
paper first published some 17 years ago (Cole 1973). The 
index is arranged alphabetically by epithet (specific or 
intraspecific), and each entry is several lines long, giving the 
full citation of the protologue of the name containing that 
epithet and, where necessary, an evaluation of the name. The 
only reservation I have is a niggling doubt as to whether this 
is the best possible place to publish descriptions of new taxa 
[Lithops leslie (N.E. Br.) N.E. Br. subsp. burchellii Cole 
under burchellii on page 217). Can one expect the compilers 
of Index Kewensis to find it there? The descriptive text for 
each species is provided with references to the original 
description of that species, and to a distribution map (between 
the glossary and the start of the descriptions). Every species 
and infraspecific taxon is illustrated with a beautiful close-up 
colour photograph. For each species, Prof. Cole cites the first 
collection and the known distribution (in words), and he gives 
a description which, if not as dry and formal as those in, say, 
the Flora of Southern Africa, is far more informative. Apart 
from Hall (1965), this is the only monograph of southern 
African plants I know of that gives frequencies for some 
character variations. One must add that Lithops do not lend 
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themselves to description using the terms normally found in 
botanical glossaries, as the most diagnostic areas correspond 
to the leaf apices of non-succulent plants. There is no formal 
key to taxa, but the descriptions and pictures more than make 
up for this lack. 
The book is printed on good-quality matte paper in a 
pleasingly unobtrusive type-face. The binding of the standard 
edition has forsaken cloth for a form of compressed paper, 
which is already beginning to scuff in the review copy. It is a 
pity that this cost-cutting measure was considered necessary, 
as the intellectual content of the book is surely destined to 
outlive authors reviewer and readers of this review. 
The price seems horrendous to one who (just!) remembers 
when buying a hard-cover book left enough change out of ten 
shillings to pay for a cup of coffee, but that book was not 
Cole's Lithops. I am informed that at the rate this book is 
selling, those who intend to buy a copy but have not already 
done so would be well advised not to delay their purchase. 
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